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SERMONS 
On the Narvis and Ev of not 
bridling the ToN Guß. 


* 


© JAMES 1. 26. , 


W ANY MAN AMONG YOU SEEM TO fs RELIGIOUS, 
AND BRIDLETH NOT HIS TONGUE, BUT DECETV- 
ETH HIS OWN HEART, THIS MAN'S nee E 


VAIN, 


a dur tongue is the expreſſion of 
> the heart, it is, always, evidence 
of our moral ſtate. A good man, 
e out of the good treaſure of the heart, 
&  bringeth forth good things : and an * 
vil man, out of the evil tregſure, bringeth forth evil 
#hings, (Mat. xii. 35.) Our characters are, in 
God's 9 good or bad, 0 to the uſe 
| of 


of our tongues. That we govern our tongues, : 
and be of an upright eee is eſſential to us 
as chriſtians. 


Bur it is the abſurdity, I fear, of many, that they 
allow their ſpeech to contradi& their profeſſion, 
and deſtroy, utterly, their characters as believers. 
The divine law has, on their tongues, but feeble re- 
ſtraint, and their unruly paſſions brook no controul. 
To jaſtißy, to the conſcience, this unbridled li- 
cence, there has obtained corrupt and fallacious 
reaſoning, which miſguides and deceives the heart, 
The guilty, hereupon, feel comfortably innocent, 
and reſt ſecure in fin, when they egregiouſly offend. 
Moſt people, being offenders themſelves, have little 
inclination to attend to the nature and effects of the 
evil of the tongue, Few deem that an abomination 
which is highly eſteemed amongſt men. The cuſ- 
tomary liberty of ſpeech, which is patroniſed by 
the many, ftrikes very few with a ſenſe of evil. 
And—0 horrid to relate when the tongue, as 
a med man, caſteth fire-brands, arrows and death; 
when it doth more fearful exploits than the ſword 
and the plague together; it is thought, by many 
who ſeem to be religious, that there is for it a laws 
ful apology. The caſe of ſuch men is truly ala rm- 
Ing. And this is enough to excite us to labour to 
conyince 


= * 
1 
= 
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gonvinee them of their errour, that they may recover 


themſelves out of the ſuare of the devil, who are taken 
captive by him at his will, (2 Tim. 11. 26.) 


THz evil of not bridling the tongue is a very 
ſerious ſubject. It is of great moment that we 
underſtand how far it affects us. It was very ſe- 
rious to the twelve tribes, to whom our text was 
firſt addreſſed, when it reduced to vanity the religion 
of certain among them that were famed for religion. 
Whether or not they took greater latitude than 
cuſtom allowed, does not appear. Neither do we 
learn what reaſons they aſſigned for the freedom 


- they took. But this is made certain, that, though 


they appeared well in religion, they forfeited their 
characters as good men. F any may among you, 
lays the text, ſeem to be reli gious, and bridleth not 
his tongue, but deceiveth his own | nh this man's 
religion is vain, | 


TRESE conſiderations belong to us as much as 
they did to the ſcattered tribes of Iſrael ; and it is 
intended to improve them, in this diſcourſe, in ap- 
plication to ourſelves. In doing this, I propoſe by 
divine aid, to ſhow you—when a man ſeemeth to 
be religious when fuch a man bridleth not his 
tongue—how he deceiveth his own heart—and why 


this man $ religion 1 is yain, 
5  Youh 


6 6 5 


Your 8 will allow me to . for your 


attention, my hearers, while I endeavour, i in plain- 


neſs of ſpeech, to explain and eſtabliſh theſe impor- 
tant points. And may the Great Maſter of aſſem- 
blies faſten his word, as à nail, in a ſure place, and 
cauſe that we fo ſpeak, and fo hear, as they that 
muſt give account. 


I. I am wo ſhow youmhen a man kenchu b. 


religious. 


Wurx a man's principles and hie make 
[5 "RO obſervers, charitably think he is a good 
man, he ſeemeth, or, "appeareth, to be religious, 


They judge from the bright fide of his character. 
Evidence of his unbridled tongue is not now con- 


ſidered nor known. When this ſhail be adduced, 
it will take from hin the appearance of religion. 
But notwithſtanding religion and an unbridled 
tongue are wholly incompatible, it is not uncem- 
mon for men of ungoverned tongues to ſeem to be 
religious. A man ſeemeth to be religious, 


1. Wazx he profeſſeth religion. 


Wury we hear a man declare, in the language of 
the profeſſing church, and, with them, unite in fay- 
ing, All that the Lok p hath [aid will we do, and be obe- 
dent, we are readily i mpreſt in his fayour, and hope 

there 
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there is fiich a heart in him. (Ex. XXIV. yy This 
profeſſion is as high as is neceſſary to gain our 
charity, and is, indeed, as high as words can go. 
It is without exception, and without limitation. It 
is a profeſſion of obedience to al] the Loxn hath 
ſaid. He profeſitth to be reconciled, to love the 

law, to love the ſervice, and to love the ways,of the 

Loxp. He covenants ſolganly, in the witneſſing 
view of Heaven, to walk — to the law, and 
to be conformed as well to the precepts which reg · 
ulate the tongue, as to tiioſe which regulate the 
heart, or the hand. This profeſſion he makes in 
the name of Chrift, declaring his rehance on his 
mediation for grace, performance, and acceptances 
In regard of his profeſſion, he hath cee ſuid all that 
he hath ſpoken. (Deut. v. 28.) This, as far as 
profeſſion goes, makes a man feem to be E 
He ſeemcth to be religious, 


2. Wurx he talketh orthodoxly of religion. 


As it is characteriſtic of Chriſt's ſubjects, that 
they ſpeak of the-glory of bis kingdom, and talk of his 
Power ; fo, he that would ſeem to be religious, en- 
deayours to talk as they talk. He is, peradventure, 
in ſpeculation, orthodox, according to the popular 
ſtandard where he lives. He is able, hence, to talls 


Ag orthedoxly as his neighbyurs, And a coincidence 
1 
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of ſentiments with them; recommends and units 


him to them, and makes him appear to them to be 
ſomething in religion. But if a man, on the other 
hand, contradict our belief; if he hold what we deem 
damnable bergſies; (2 Pet: ii. 1.) if he deny what 


we deem eſſential; if he level important diſtinctions | 


in doctrines; or, if he keep himſelf in the clouds, 
and diſcover no fixed pinciples; he does not ſeem; 
I appeal to every breaſt, he does not even ſeem to 
be religious. In ſpite of the catholic, infidel, max- 


im, It is no matter what a man's ſentiments are, if bis 
life be good, we cannot deem him a good man. For; 
let declamation prate as it will, that a man appear 


to be religious, ke muſt appear to be of the Truth, 


and to be taughit—as the Truth is in Jeſus. (1 John 
w. 19. Eph. iv. 21.) If a man do not imbibe 
the principles, how can he be deemed the ſcholar 
of Chriſt? As the principles of chriſtianity hold the 


cleareſt diſtinction from the principles of all other 


ſyſtems; ſo, he who ſeemeth to be a religious chriſ- 


tian declareth, decidedly, in favour of the peculiar 
doctrines of Chriſt. That which we have ſeen and 


beard, ſays John, declare we unto you, that ye alſo 


may have fellowſhip with us; and truly our fellowſhip 
is with the Father, and with his Sen Jgſus Christ. 
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Atew me to add, that with a declaration of 
orthodoxy, there muſt, needs, be a ſhow of affection 
and fervour. True religion conſiſts, very much, 
in holy affections. It is ſuppoſed, therefore, that 
all the truly religious, ſpeak feelingly, experiment- 
ally, and with warm affection. This is eaſily 
accounted for. their treaſure, and their hearts, are 
in heaven. Religion fits with grace on their 
tongues. They ſpeak with unaffected reverence, 
humility, and delight. Their hearts flow ſweetly 
with their words. The man, therefore, whoſe 
converſation is enlivened with affection, carries all 
hearts with him. But the man that talketh ortho- 
doxly, but coldly ; that profeſſeth to be quickened, 
but ſeemeth not to be alive in religion; never intro- 
duceth himſelf to our charity as a good man. There : 
is a frigid, formal, awkward, way of talking eve 
orthodoxly, that chills our feelings, and that forbid- 
deth a favourable opinion. But, when ſentiments, 
animation, and affection, combine their powers, 
they compel our —” A man ſeemeth to be 
religious, | 


3. Wan he is of the company of religious men. 


Tax religious are companions of Wl them that 


fear bo and of them that keep his precepts. 
| B (Pa, 


— 


man, when he walketh with the religious, ſeemet h 


world, does not appear, it is preſumed, even to 


Judge, and ſay, that he is one of them. They Fn 
are fond of his company, and love him a8 their own. = 


good opinion and company. The darkneſs of his 


( to 


(Ph. Ixix. 630 Impreſt with this dodtrine; * 95 


to us to be religious. He #bat <oalketh with wiſe 
men, ſays Solomon, ſhall be coiſe. He appeareth to 
have fellowſhip with them, and to be of them. 
The man, on the other hand, that companies not 7 
with men of piety, but chooſeth other company, 4 
and is moſt in his element with the men of the 


them, to have religion. The gay world feel, and 


The man, therefore, whoſe ambition i it is to be * 
rſpeRed for religion, manifits_reſpet for ue 
godly, profeſicth to have pleaſure in their company, * | 
and has the addreſs to inſinuate himſelf into their 1 


views are concealed from ſight; and he paſſes for a «i 
man of religion, until his tongue ſhall reveal his ® 
iniquity. A man leemeth to be 8 | . 


4. Wax he expends his intereſt for religion. 


Ir is apparent, on the face of revelation, that as 
much of out property as is neceſſary far the ſupport 7 
of appointed ordinances, is, in ſuch ſenſe, the Lord's | 


own, that we cannot withhold i it, and yet ſeem to be 8 | 


good 


s 
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good men. Care is, hence, had, by him that would 
ſeem to be religious, to expend of his ſubſtance, in 

the cauſe of religion, according to the prevailing 
ideas of the people among whom he lives. The 

workman is worthy of his meat—the Jabourer is 
worthy of his hire — be labourer is worthy of bis 5 
reward—is often on his tongue. (Mat. x. 10. 
Luke x. 7. 1 Tim. v. 18.) And as nothing i 15. 
dearer, to moſt men, than their property, his works, 
in expending liberally, make us think him a be- 
liever. He appears to act from principle, not from f 
the force of law and cuſtom. This man, when, 


eſpecially, he is contraſted with the reigning deprav- 


ity, the ſupreme ſelfiſhneſs, and idolatry, of the 
age, recommends himſelf as, a religious man, 
A man ſeemeth to be religious, 
5. Wren he has a form of religion. 
Arrxvpixe, ſeriouſly, the various, viſible, inſti- 
tuted, ſervices of religion makes a ſhow, it hangs 


out a ſign, it makes a declaration, of religion. This 


is the way, in which, religion is to ſhine. This 
ſeems to be the light of the golden candleſtick. 
This light the world can behold, and by it they are 
reproved. If we love Ghriſt, we ſhall keep his 


commandments, We ar not only ſubmi tour- 


{ves 
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ſelves to every ordinance of man for the Loxp's ſake, 
I Pet. ii. 13.) but we ſhall, with the righteous 1 
Zecharias and Eliſabeth, walk in all the \command- 
ments and ordinances tbe Lon p blameleſs. (Lu. i.6,) E 
We ſhall, in this way, be diſtinguiſhed, and make it * 
manifeſt that we are religious. Though there may Fr 
be the form, when there is not the power, yet, 
whenever there is the power, there will be the form, 
of godlineſs. A man, then, who even denies the 8 
power, may, for the ſake of advantage, go through 
what to him is the drudgery of the form of relig 
ion. The man of form may, peradventure, ſhine 
with luſtre ; 3 and, by counterſeiting the coin, may . 
paſs for pure gold. So, the high religionifts, in 3 
Chriſt's day, by ſcrupulouſly attending the rites of 
the Hebrew ritual, not to ſay, by attending, alſo, the 
rites impoſed by the tradition of the elders, appeat- 
ed righteous unto men. But, though they were 
like unto whited ſepulchres, which indeed appear : 
beautiful outward, within they were full of hypocriſy 9 
and iniquity. (Mat. xxiii. 28.) In them may be | 
© ſeen, as in a glaſs, many a man chat hath not re- 
aſſuming the form of religion, conceals, under this 
cloak, his hypocriſy and iniquiry, and ſeemeth to 
be religious. Proceed my next, to ſhow you, 
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II. Wurrn fuch a man bridleth not his tongue. 


. a man who ſeemeth to be religious ſhould 
Sor bridle his tongue, is, one would think, hardly 
ſuppofeable. But our hiſtory is hiſtory of ab- 
furdities and ſtrange inconſiſtences. As the heart 
of the hypacrite is full of evil, ſo, out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh, (Mat. xii. 34.) 
and revealeth his hypocriſy. His mouth informs, 
gives evidence, and conſtrains judgment, againſt 
him. Such a man is ſtupid, and needs the arrows 
of conviction, to bring him to a ſenſe of himſelf. 
There can be done for him nothing better than to 
ſhow him to himſelf. This will ſerve, it is hoped, 


to detect and fave him. With the pureſt view to 


his good, I will endeavour to give him reaſon to lay 
his hand on his heart, and pray, with the publican, 
God be merciful to me a ſinner. 


Irx may be ſaid, in general, that this ſeemingly 
good man bridleth not his tongue, when he uſeth it 
as the world uſe their tongues. Their tongues, 
it is evident, are not ſubject to the law of God. 
Worldlings, having no love to God, nor to men, 


fet their mouth againſt the Hz avens, and their tongue 


waiketh through the earth. (Pla. Exxiii. 9.) Thetr 
throat is an open fepulchre ; with their tongues they 
Vn ge d, the poiſon 0. is under their lips: 


whoſe 


G4) 


whoſe mouth is full of curfing and bitterneſs. (Rom. 
111. 13, 14.) They have ſharpened their tongues like 
a ſerpent ; adder's poiſon is under their lips. (Pla. cxl. 
3.) They bend their tongues like their bow for lies: 
but they are net valiant for the truth upen the earth ; 
for they proceed ſrom evil to evil, and they know not me, 
faith the Lerd. Take ye beed every one of his nei gb- 
bour, and truſt ye not in am brother : for every brother 
will utterly ſupplant, and every neighbour will walk 
with flanders. And they will deceive every one bis 
neighbour, and pill not ſpeak the truth : they have 
taugbt their tongue to ſpeak lies, and weary themſelves 
to commit iniquity.—Through deceit they refuſe to know 


me, ſaith the Lord. — Their tongue is as an arrow ſoot 
out ; it ſpeaketh deceit: one ſpeaketh peaceably to bis 


neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he layeth bis 
| wait. (Jer. ix. * ) ; 
\  BaiptanG the tongue is an alluſion to bridling a 
horſe, by which he is governed as we will. Bridling 


the tongue, then, is governing it according to- the 
law, or, goſpel. This is the rule of the tongue. 


When the divine law is in our tongue, it makes us 


careful that we ſpeak not unadyiſedly with our lips. 


If we love God with all the heart, and our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves, we ſhall be unwilling to ſpeak 


either againſt God or man. Love, it is ſaid, worketh 
no 


15. 9 


no Fl to his neighbour: therefore love is the fu 2 of 
the law. (Rom. xiii. 10.) This love is not in the 
men of the world.” T hey make i it not the govern- 
ment of their tongues. | They, 4s the apoſtle has i it, are 
hateful, and bating one another. (Tit. ii. 3.) Their 
hatred, when provoked, is playing conſtantly on 
their tongues. If, indeed, they are reſtrained, at 
times, by a ſenſe of decorum, it ſhould be conſider- 
ed, their tongues are not bridled by the Ja. Slight 
provocations, and, oftimes, no provocations, make 
them break over all reſtraints of breeding. T he 
principles of politeneſs are a feeble bridle for the 
depravity of the tongue. When, therefore, ſuch a 
man, as ſeemeth to be religious, conformeth to the 
tongue of the world, in treating God, and names, 
and facred things ; when, eſpecially, he expreſſeth 
the unhallowed ſpirit and temper of the world; he 
then bridleth not his tongue. His tongue offends 
againſt every principle of God's holy law. This 
head will be more fully illuſtrated by an induction 
of particulars. Such a man bridleth not his tongue, 


. Wits he Peers againſt e 


Fey men 1 profeſs to ſpeak agrinſ God; and 
none, peradyenture, think themſelves to be juſtified 
in a ſaying aught int his perſon or government. 
The 


* 
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The worſt of men have ſome notion of the ſuprema· 
ey, goodneſs, and perfection, of God. They think 
it unlawful to ſprak againſt him. The ſpeaking 

againft God, which ſo much prevails, is, hence, 
not under the idea that it is againſt the true glory of 
God, but under the deceiving idea that itis againſt 
ſome falſe notion of him. They think that, to his 
juſt character, they are well affected. Sinners are, 
nevertheleſs, diſaffected to the true God; and there 
is no being againſt whom they ſay ſo much, as they 
fay againſt the God that is above. Their minds 
are enmity againſt him, and their objections againſt 
kim riſe higher than they do againſt any other. 
Theſe will be in proportion to the objective light 
in which he is preſented to the unrenewed mind. 
And as we know nothing of God, but by his mani- 
feſtation, ſo our oppoſition is made through the 
means by which he makes himſelf manifeſt. In 
this view, as Jeſus Chrilt is the eſpecial medium of 
manifeſtation, our oppoſition is wont to be made, 
mediately, through him. By our oppoling him, 
we oppoſe God. As he is the brightneſs of God's 
glory, ſo he that hath ſeen him, hath ſeen the Fa- 
ther. (John xiv. 9.) He hath a ſpeculative ſight 
of his true dignity and glory. Though, as he is a 
Spirit, uo man hath ſeen Gad at any time ; the only 


begotten San, which is in the gm of the Father, be 
bab 


314 
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bath declared bim. (John i. 18.) The, Son hath 


' declared him — by creating, by governing, and by. 
redeeming, the world. He eyer diſplayed the 


enſigns of divinity, as well as the marks of 
humanity: He is God manifeſt in the fleſh. 
Upon this ground, Chriſt faid of his enemies, now 


have they both ſeen; and hated both me and my Father. 


(John xv. 24.) And ſpeaking againſt him was 
and is ſpeaking againſt God. There is united in 
him ſuch an aſſemblage of divine and haman attri- 
butes, that he is, without metaphor, truly God and 
truly an. Deity, government, and mediation, are. 


fo clearly combined in the complex perſon of Chriſt, 


that one need only be acquainted with revelation in 
order to know and aſcertain his prerogative and 
glory. In regard of his deity, he i is the Roor, and 
in regard of his humanity, he is the OrrserinG, of 
David. He is, hence, the Miohrv Go, and the 
Child born—the EvzrLasTING Fara, and the 
Son given. He is the Pzince, and the Subject, the 
Lox, and the righteous Servant. He is the Gon 
of Abrabam, and the Seed promiſed. He is the 
Perſon who dwelt in the buſh, and who ſent Moſes. 
his ſervant, and Aaron whom he had choſen. He 
is the Perſon whom Moſes, at the ſea, ſtiles a Man 
7 war, and the Lox p. He is the Lawgiver, ho, 
C. 4 44 a when 


2 gf dera 2 thaj Cbriſt gave to this 


when he aſcended, was among the chariots of God, 
even thouſands of angels, as in Sinai, in the holy 
place. Of Moſes, Stephen ſays, this is he that was 
in the church in the wilderneſs, with the ANGEL which 
Hate to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers : 


todo received the lively oracles to give unto us. (Acts 
vii. 38.) The Anoctr which ſpake to Moles. in 


mount Sina, and gave the law, had the charge of the 
camp of Iſrael, and was to be treated as the Su- 
PREME Gob: Bebcld, ſays the Divinity to Lirach 
T fend an ANGEL before thee, to keep thee in the way, 


aud to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. 


Servare of him, and abty his voice, provoke bim not: 


| fer be will not pardon your tranſgreſſions : for my Nau 
ic in him. (Exo. xxiii. 20, 21.) Analogous to this 


is the charge given to the diſeiples on the mount 
of transfiguration. This is my beloved Sox, in whom 
Ian well-pleaſed ; bear ye bim. (Mat. xvii. 5.) Our 
glorious. IuMANUEL, who poſſeſſeth, in himſelf, 
the divine and human natures, and who, on that 
account, is. ſometimes ſtiled Gon, and e 
| Mlan, 
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world the law of nature, and the written law of Moſes. Bp. 


Bull's defence of the Nicene Faith, Vol. i. p. 15. Dr. 
Thomas Goodwin faith, Vea, it was He (Chrift) that gave 
the lav, and pronounced theſe words, I am the Lord thy 
God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, &c. 

"© ©: 4 Po: 7% : 
Dr. Owen faith, that He we ) aſcended triumphantly 
after he had given the law, as a figure of his aſcent after he 
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Man, is adorned with every PERFECTION of the 
SurkEMRE Go. All that is great and glorious in 
_ Nax is aſcribed to Chriſt, not as ambaſſa- 
dor, bearing up the ſtile of the King, but as the 
King himſelf. Is Gop called the Lozp? So is 
Chriſt. Is he the FigsT and the LAsꝓ? So is Chriſt, 
Is he Lam? So is Chriſt. Is he the Armicary ? 
80 is Chriſt, Does he Know the HART? S0 
does Chriſt, Is God called the Saviour } So is 
_ Chriſt. Is he the Repermer? So is Chriſt, Is 
he the Junez? So is Chriſt. Is God the King 
of Iſrael? So is Chriſt. Is God the Being whom 
Iſrael tempted in the wilderneſs? Chriſt js that Being, 
And they tempted Gov in their heart, by aſking 
2 meet for their luſt. Yea, they ſpake againſt Gop; 
2 they ſaid, can Gov furniſh a table in the wilderneſs? 
Neither let us tempt CHRIST, ſays the apoſtle, as 
ſome of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed of 
ſerpents. (Pſa. lexviii. 18, 19. 1 Cor. x. 9.) 
They tempted Chriſt, by denying his Divixrrv. 
That the Supreme God was able to furniſh-a table, 
could hardly be doubted by any. But that the 
Convuctino Ancti, who was called Gop, in 
whom was God's NAME, and who was to bring 
them into the place prepared, was able, 
when meat failed, to furniſh a table, they = 
id not beliexe. For Us unbelief they were 
deſtroyed. 
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deſtroyed. For, what they ſaid againſt the ability 


of this Axoxl, they ſaid againſt the ability of Gop. 


When they refuſed to obey his voice, and provoked 
him, they refuſed to obey the voice of God, and they 


tempted and provoked the Mosr Hicn Gop, 


(Pfa. IXxviii. 56.) Of the Rock that begat them, 
they were unmindful, and had forgotten Gop that 
formed them. (Deut. xxxii. 18.) This Angel 
that was with the church, in the wilderneſs, is none 
other than Michael, who fi ghts for his church, and 


hath promiſed his Preſence to be ever with it. 


Now, as the unbelieving Iſraelites ſpake againſt 
Chrift, by denying his Divinity, and RovyaL 


AvTnorITY; fo do unbelievers, Their tongue 


and their doings are againſt the Loxb, and they 
deny the only Lord God, and our Lord Jeſus 


Chrift—the Lord that bought them. (Jude. 4. 


2 Pet. ii. 1.) They do this, when they deny ky 


Supreme Deity, the Real Kingship, the Unlimited Do- 


minion, and the Conftant Mediation, of Chriſt. Do 
not they blaſpheme that Wok rv Nat, by the 
which, O chtiſtians, ye are called ? (James i 1. 7. ) 


Trey, alſo, ſpeak. againſt Goo, who ſpeak 
againſt the Diyixirx of the Hoy SPIRIT. AS 


the Far HER, theWorD, and the HoLy GHOST, are 


Oxr, (1 John v. 7.) a Trinity of Perſons, in the 
k "wy 


1 
Unity of the Godhead, ſeems to carry irteſiſtible con- 
viction. We may deny the Father, in this unity, 
with no leſs impropriety, than the Word, or, the 
Holy Ghoſt. Men by vexing, grieving, quenching, 
reſiſting, the Holy Spirit, do not vex, and grieve, 
and quench, and reſiſt, the divine energy, but the 
Divine Act, to whom is aſcribed, in the lively 
| oracles, every thing great and glorious. © The 
Srixir of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
(Gen. 1. 2. ) By his Sy1zIT he hath garniſhed the 
heavens ; his Haxp hath formed the crooked ſer- 
pent. (Job xxvi. 13.) The SPIRIT of God, ſays 
Elihu, hath made me, and the BREATRH of the 
Almighty hath given me life. (xxxiii. 4.) The 
Lord God and his Syixrr, faith Meſſiah, hath ſent 
me. (Iſa. xlviii. 16.) Chriſt, through the ETERNAL 
Srmrr, offered himſelf without ſpot unto God. 
(Heb. ix. 14.) The Sp1z1IT is God, (Pneuma o 
Theos) and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
him in the Syixrr and in the TRuTEH. (John iv. 24.) 
Peter ſaid, Ananias, why hath fatan filled thine 
heart to lie to the Hol v Grosr ? Thou haſt not 
lied unto men, but unto Gop. (Acts v. 3, 4.) Here, 
it is plain, that lying to the Holy Ghoſt is lying to 
God; which demonſtrates the ſentiment that the 
Holy Ghoſt is God. And — againſt the 
Hol Ghoſt © ſhall not be forgiven unto men. 


( a} 
(Mat. Xi. 31.) If the doctrine of the Divinity 
of the Spirit be a great myſtery, then, it 
ought to be treated with great reverence and cau- 
— we 2 againſt him to our Own n. 4 


| Tarzz are, beſide ſpeaking againſt the divine 
glory of Chriſt and of the Spirjt, various ways of 
ſpeaking againſt God. All expreſſions of murmur- 
ing againſt God's law, doctrine, providence, ways, 
and ſervants, is ſpeaking, mediately, againſt him, 
Few men can endure ſound doctrine— and moſt 
men complain, directly or remotely, of the wiſdom 
and ſovereignty of God's adminiſtration. When 
their ſelfiſh views are croſt, and their plans fruſtray 
ted, they ſpeak againſt God as freely as they would = 
- againſt a mere man. And as God is ſacrificing 1 
every intereſt to his own deſigns in promoting his . 
kingdom, his enemies have no heart to allow him 
the right ofdoing as he will. They take the licence 
tp {peak of his conduct, oftimes, with as great free- 
dom as if they were not to be controled by his au- 
thority, They bridle not their tongue. * a 8 
man bridleth not his tongue, 5 


2. Wurx he rails againft his brother. 
Ur a pig whe wen of when ini 


( 243 } 
to diſhotiour and inſult others, by reproachful and 
inſolent language. The pouring forth of the ebul- 
litions of reſentment; in inſult, abuſe, and curſing, 
is, when religion doth not reſtrain, an caſement of 
proud feelings. It is, to ſuch, a ſweet gratification, 
Pride loves to have its power acknowledged. It 
can hardly content itſelf with uſing terms leſs hon- 
ourable than fool, race, ſcoundrel. A real, or, ſup- 
poſed, offender is to receive none of that charity 
which ſuffereth long, and is kind. To the right of 
the cauſe, or, to the magnitude of the offence, proud 
reſentment hath no regard. All offences are high 
treaſon againſt the majeſty of pride. And a ſmall 
_ offence is great enough to fire the railing tongue. 
The character of the victim is dreft in effigy, and 
given up to the malignity of the tongue. Railing 
has no patience with the ſlow operations of law and 
evidence. It brings accuſation, and makes up judg- 
ment. It executes its own decrees, without juſtice 
and without truth. Finding fault without cauſe, 
4 murmuring, complaining, charging lily, giving 
2 ſcandalous innuendos, is the work of the ſeemingly 
3 religious railer. In the railing of the popular She- 
mei on king David, when he fled before Abſalom, 
is ſtrikingly exemplified this evil of the tongue. 
Come out, come out, thou bloody man, and thou ſou of 
Bchal : ſays Shemei ; the Lord hath returned upon 
. | tes 
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thee all the blood of the bouſe of Saul, in whoſe ftead ibou 
haſt reigned ; and the Lord bath delivered the kingdom 
into the hand of Abſalom thy ſon : and behold thou art 
daten in thy miſchief, becauſe thou art @ bloody mans. 
(2 Sam. xvi. 7, 8.) This Benjamite, like all his 
ſucceſſors, ſpake of things, not according to truth, 
but according to what he wiſhed them to be. And 
though he had no regard to the law, Thou ſhalt not 
revile the gods, nor curſe the ruler of thy people, 
(Ex. xxii. 28.) he would, nevertheleſs, have it 
thought he was moved by religion. Courage and- 


inſult he conſtrued into zeal for God. This was his 


way to be Faithful to the king: which was, indeed, 


his way to gratify his railing diſpoſition, His 


hatred made him put a forcedand falſe conſtruction 
on the events of providence, and talk, ſupereiliouſly, 
as though he were acquainted with the ſecrets of 
heaven. The misfortunes of David, and the 
ſtrengch of the rebeliion, made this doughty hero 
aſſume airs and confidence, to perform the part, by 
his rebel- partiſans, aſſigned to him. Taunt and 
invective, ſo illiberally beſtowed, in the day of 
adverſity, when the rebellion proſpered, diſcover the 
baſeneſs of the railer. The adverſities of the good, 
of the brave, and of the worthy, do often, when 
enemies proſper, draw out the latent hatred, which 
in better days, waited only an opportunity to vent 
75 itlelf. 


{ ns ) 


itſelf. When circumſtances are ſufficiently inviting, 
there is no bridle ſufficient for a hypocrite's tongue. 
But it may be awed and reſtrained, for a time, by a 
proſperous turn of affairs. When the king was 
returning: to his throne, after his ſon's rebellion was 
cruſht, the late railing ſon of Gera fell down 
before the king, as he came over Jordan, and faid 
unto the king, Let not my lord impute iniquity unto 
me, neither do thou remember that which thy ſer- 
vant did perverſely the day that my lord the 55 
went out of Jeruſalem, that the king ſhould take” 

his heart. For thy ſervant doth know that 1 have 


ſinned : therefore, behold, I am come the firſt, this 


day, of all the houſe of Joſeph, to meet my lord the 
king. (2 Sam. xix. 16-20.) Happy for the 
world; would it be, if our railers would turn their 
inſult into confeſſion, and ſay they know that they 
have ſinned. Nothing now keeps them from it but 


Hardneſs of heart againſt their neighbour. Nothing 


can juſtify railing, nor warrant an offender's delay 
to be reconciled. Retaliation, which the moſt are 
apt to think lawful, is utterly forbidden. Railing 
for railing; finds no advocate but in our depravity. 
When, therefore, the tongue ſeeks to pay the ven- 
geance of words, it is not bridled. Gentleman-like 
reſentment, as it is called, has no countenance in 


ſcripture. And a man, that ſeemeth to belong to 


ps 
A n 23 
— r r irre 
A ALEE 


r 


A 
— — 


— — 


—— a 


eee ee 
4 awe eaſe reg apron 


© hes 5 - 


— 
——— 
— - 
— — — * 4 
8 — ” -—_ 
— cents, Bac Wes ue — Bra ces - 1 


— —— 
— — 
— J ee 

— 
— 


—— 
— 
— > Der ve, ER. 


— — 
— 


— — 
— — — 
22 014 21 9 


— 


gy ——— 


— — 
ere e 


—— ä — ———— 
—— Sem os 4 > 


* a 


— — 


preſentiy known. (Prov. xii. 16.) But the reviler 


him down. Detraction employs its degrading 
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To the marked victim ; that hour! in the Wee od 


6 26 


the chriſtian ſchool, can hardly reproach religion 
more, than by his patroniting this practice. See, 
faith inſpiration, /bat none render evil for evil unto any 
man—nor railing for railing : But comtrariwiſe, bleſ- 
Jmg—bleſs them that curſe you—-bleſs, and curſe bt. 
be not overcome of evil; but overcome evil with g. 
les them curſe, but bleſs tbog. (1 Thef. v. 15. 1 Pet. 
ii. 5. Mat. v. 44. Rom. xii. 14, 21. Pla. cix. 28. 0 
Such a man bridleth not his tongue, | 


3. Wren he reviles his brother, 


'RevriinG is not excited, always, by the fame 
feelings that excite railing. There is, in this, more WM 
deliberation and deſign ; and the intention is, often, . 
more malignant and deadly. The railer's paſſions 1 2 
are ſuddenly heated, and are, without reflection, 
diſcharged in a guſt of fury. A fool s wratb is 


ſeeks, in cold or hot blood, to render one contempti- © 
ble, ridiculous, odious, and vile. Envy, the 
prompter to evil, burns, often, like low match, in 
the heart of the reviler. It fires at the ſighb of a 
rival in honour, and applies it{clf, briſkly, to bring 


powers to fink out of ſight the faireſt reputation, 


ambitious 


( 37 ) 
ambitious views, are imputed the baſeſt motives, 
and the baſeſt conduct. Miſrepreſenting, deriding, 
and burleſqueing, are played. Colouring, wreſting 
of words, blackening, and leveling with the vileſt 
of ſinners, is the policy and ſport of the tongue. 
The reviler, intent only on the accompliſhment of 
his private views, and having no diſintereſted regard 
to truth and juſtice, knoweth not where to ſet bounds 
to his ſlander, If the object of envy, now ſet on 
high, be placed i in an eminent ſtation, and well- 
eſtabliſhed, the more zeal is applied. It is the 
curſe of revilers, that they are not afraid to ſpeak evil 
of dignities, Officers of the greateſt uſcfulneſs, in 
church and ſtate, are often much more the ſubjects 
of reviling, than thoſe of leſs influence. While the 
miniſter of God-is clothed with honour, and his 
robes untarniſhed, envy is unable to triumph. De- 
| grading to the duſt is, hence, the firſt work of the 
enemy. This is ſtorming the redoubts which 
defend the citadel. Succeſs here is conqueſt. For 
when charactq; is loſt, *the officer falls. And when 
he is made cofitemptible, it is thought, by many, 
to be lawful to treat him with indignity. This 
thought has been affectingly exemplified in the 
revilers of Chriſt. For when he was accuſed. by 
the Sanhedrim, and vilified by Herod, the Roman 


bands &rupked not to buffoon and abuſe him. The 
| - 


. 

apprehenſion of impunity, when government is 
weakened, emboldens the reviler, and prompts him 
to draw.—Crucify! crucify! rends the air. The 
iraſcible paſſions are blown into rage. Report, ſay 
they, and we will repert it. Defamation, on many 
tongues, flies quick and far. On this they riot, 
with delight. With what ineffable glee do they 
celebrate their ſucceſs ! Aha ! they ſhout, ſo would 
we have it! The fair mitre, and the princely purple, 


. Doug 2 
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[ | | are defiled with ſpitting. All they that fee them can 
ö 4 laugh them to ſcorn : they can ſboot out the lip, and ſhake 
| i the head. (Pla. xxii. 7.) Friends become cold, and 
. are afraid, or aſhamed, to appear, If they do not 
it ſmite with the tongue, their ſilence is conſtrued into 
i 1 oppoſition, and the revilers count them on their ſide. 
Ml Many a one is made to realize the pungent expert» 
1 ence of the defamed prince of Uz, when, for the 
5 trial and diſplay of his patience, God ſtripped him of 
'M his glory, and took his crown from him. This "2 
il is his narrative. le hath put my brethren far from | 3 : 
int me, and mine acquaintance are verily eftranged from ” 


me. My kinsfelk bade failed, and my familiar friends 
bave forgotten me. They that dwell in mine houſe, 

*» and my maids, count me for a ftranger : I am an aliant 

in their fight. I called my ſervant, and he gave me no 

* anſwer : I intreated him with my mouth.—Yea, young 
children deſpiſed me: 1 aroſe, and they /pake againſt me. 

mn” All 


1 

ny inward friends abborred me: and they whom I 
loved are turned againſt me. (Job xix. 9— 19.) This 
is a joyful triumph of reviling! An exploit, one 
would think, that could delight none but infernal 
ſpirits. But, exploits Iike this give delight to many a 
tongue that ſeemeth to be religious; and are, often, 
done under a cloak of religion. When the virtu- 
ous Naboth was ſet on high, a faſt was proclaimed. 
And, upon a groundleſs charge of blaſphemy againſt 
God and the king, he was murdered by the influ- 
ence of a reviling woman. (1 Kings xxi. 10.) 
_ Falſe and invidious accuſations, or, ſly intimations 
only, are, often, the ſcaffold on which are ſacrificed 
the moſt excellent of the earth, The tongue, a 
reſtleſs, deadly evil, in ſo dire a cauſe, like an 
envenomed arrow, carries death to the heart of 
reputation. Of the nature and evil of the reviling 
department, allow me to remind you of an inſtance, 
which, as it is the model of the wh ole tribe of 
revilers, when goſpel-miniſters are their object, 
deſerves particular notice. It was the general 
voice of the moſt famous of Judah and Benjamin, 
while they were ripening for the Babylonian harveſt. 
Come, lay they, and let us deviſe devices againſt Jero- 
miah.--Come, and letus SMITE him with the Tov UE, 
and let us not give heed to any of his words. (Jer. 
xvii, 18.) The evidence that Jeremiah was a 


( 36 } 


| true prophet, that he executed his commiſſion faith- 
fully, and that ic was their duty to hear him, had 


no power to bridle their tongue, The nation was 
reproved: the corruption of the rulers was expoſed, 
nd the ſelfiſhneſs, the pride, the ſtupidity, the idola- 
try, and the impenitence, of all orders, were repro- 
bated and condemned. And; for their crying 
offences, they were to go into captivity, This 
they could not brook. - The word of the Lord was 
unto them a reproach; they had no delight in it. (Jer. 
vi. 10.) And, ſuch was their rage, that when there 


hung over them every enſign of wrath, and they 
had plenary evidence that God ſent and befriended 


the prophet, they conſulted how they might deſtroy 
his teſtimony, © They had much to fay on the 
popular ſubject of grievances, and the ground of 
diſcontent. They adopted no meaſures dictated 


by benevolence, or, the law of brotherly kindneſs, 
To convince him of errour was not their aim. And 
to do him good they had no inclination. Cruelty 


and deadly hate mark all their movements reſpect- 
ing him. Their policy led them to deviſe devices, 
to lay a trap, and get him into it. Againſt him 


they employed a weapon, more popular than the. 


ſake, more piercing than the ſword, and more ſuc- 
ceſsful than the army; they ſmote him with the 
> at Too belied and vilified his character, 

5 and 


1330 
and degraded his miniſtry. 'T hey, hence, treated 
him as one not worthy of eſteem. They gave not 
| heed to any of his words. They ſaid by practice, 
as well as by words, that he preached neither good 
ſen(#® nor ſound dodtrine. The revilers choſe 1 
exhibit him in a light no better than a fool a | 
villain and an enemy to his country. They addreſ- 
ſed themſelves, not to the judgment, but to the 
corruptions, of the people. Their ſucceſs, accord- 
ingly, was great. Their union was foon enlarged, 
and firmly ſupported. They had the addreſs to 
make it be believed that Jeremiah-had fallen away 
to the Chaldeans. This ſoon caſt him into the 
dungeon, in which there was no water, but mire; 
Inthis condition he would ſoon have expired, had not 
the Lord marvellouſly defeated the intentions of the 
Princes. (Jer. xxxvin.) Thus, they, by vilifying and 
by grotndleſs accuſation, ſucceeded with their 
tongue. They took from their reprover all excel- 
lence of character, and thought themſelves ſaſe from 
the arrows of the Almighty. The tabernacles of the 
wicked proſper, ſays Job, and they that provoke God 
are ſecure. (Job vii. 6.) If their devices ſucceed, 
they take it as a token of the divine approbation, 
and, profanely, think the Lox is on their ſide. 
In thoſe perſecuting princes, is to be ſeen many a 
2 5 


9329 


have been crowded and pinched with the truth, have, 
generally, imitated thoſe who have opened the road | 
to conqueſt and triumph over God's ſervants. Yet 
will they lean upon the Loxp, and ſay, Is not the 
xD among s? (Mic. iii. 11.) If they aim not 
i the precious life, yet, their reviling hath, for its 
object, the deſtruction of character, which is dearer 
than life. And what, but a heart that is hardened 
through the deceitfulneſs of ſin, ever would think 
reviling innocent, or that the Lord ſhould not 
frown on the reviler ? Is not this conduct an out- 
Tage on divine authority ? And doth it not expoſe 
to endleſs deſtruction? Do you heſitate to anſwer ? 
Then conſider that when Jeſus, whoſe example it 
law, was reviled, he reviled not again=—and nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inberit the kingdom of 
Ged.—Such a man bridleth not his tongue, 


4. Wazn he judgeth and condemneth his brother, 


To judge and condemn without evidence is cenſo- 
rious, and contrary to the chriſtian law. To fay, 
publicly, that a brother is wicked, when evidence 
does not juſtify the remark, is public ſlander and 
defamation. Good men are the likelieſt of any, 
when the judge js empaſſioned, to fall under partial 
judging. Piety ſhines before his evil eyes in vain. 
His feelings are his ſtandard, and whoever chanceth 
2 | not 


* 


tz) 


not to ſuit his capriciouſneſs hath no merey. Dif: 
ference in opinion on points of indifference, difference 
in phraſeology, or, difference in airs and looks, may 
make him pronounce, with confidence againſt his 
fellow-ſervant. Hatred makes his brother's virtue 
appear of little worth, and perverteth the mind of 
the judge. Bigotry faſtens its ſtake, and cannot 
believe any diſcoveries in divinity to be light, which 
it hath not firſt diſcovered. All, with this man, 
that he doth not approve is wrong. To manly 
inquiry he is a ſtranger and an enemy. Advances 
beyond his favourite fyſtem are, by him, deemed, 
or, affected to be deemed, advances in errour. Ta 
every thing which appears net he objects, and 
every thing which be does not receive he condemns. 
He is armed, at all points, againſt the man who has 
the courage, and the independence, to think for 
himſelf. The bigot's repeating, if he happens to 
know, what has always been ſaid, carries in his 
mind, and he thinks it ought to carry in every mind, 
the force of argument, the clearneſs of demonſtra- 
tion, and the greateſt nearneſs to truth. He, hence, 
thinks that the man who ſeeth not with his eyes, 
and echoeth not the general voice, is blind, and 
knoweth nothing. A train of thinking, and a mode 
of ſpeaking, to which he hath not been accuſtomed, 
. alarms his Nabu, proveles his envy, and fires 
E. che 
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the cenſure of bis tongue. He that knoweth not 
how to anfwer an argument, is wiſer, in his own 
conceit, while he is afraid to think, than ſeven men that 
can render a reaſon. And, to cover his ignorance, 
and appear, to the unthinking, as though he thought, 
the air is ſplit, with the thunder of his condemna- 
tions. Every ear is ſtunned with the dolorous 
ſound of hereſy, new divinity, new goſpel, new 
religion. And, if the hated brother hath talents, 
and is hard to be reduced by words, it hurts not 
the feelings of the judge, to hear it reported that he 
is 2 deceiver that he careth not for the good of 
ſouls that he is ſelfiſh—that he is lordly—that he 
is à liar—that he is a wine-bibber—that he is a 
friend of publicans and finners—that he: has no 
grace—that he is no more fit to be heard than the 
devil. When the mind 1s. not of a temper to give 
wei icht to evidence, judgment is readily declared, 
and is wont to run as high as the paſſions of the 
| Judge. No regard 1s had to truth or juſtice, 


How different is this from the conduct of the 
upright? This man fees the Jupck ſtanding before 
the door. He dares not judge. his fellow- ſervant. 

He judgeth nothing before the time, until the Lord 
come, who will bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make magif.ſl the counſels of the 


het; heart, 


„35 ). 


heart. (1 * bs; 5.) He now refers all matters 
to law and evidence, and learns, after Chriſt, to 
know the tree by his fruit. This is not cenſorious, 
this is not malevolent. But the unbridled tongue 
pronounceth on characters, and men's ſtates, 
though he thought himſelf a judge of the thought 
of the heart. He conſiders not the difficulty there 
is in aſcertaining, juſtly, the eſſential ingredients of a 
man's character. His raſhneſs ſuffers him not to 
attend to the truth of facts, and pronounce upon his 
brother as he would be willing, in a change of cir- 
cumſtances, his. brother ſhould pronounce upon 
him. Let this man hear the law, by which he 
ſhould bridle his cenſorious tongue. Fudge not, 
that ye be not judged, (Mat. vii. 1.) There is Ons 
Law-Grvxx, who is able to fave, and to deſtroy < 
' who art thou that Judgeſt another? (Janay.7 iv. 12.) 
Such a man bridleth not hi tongue, 


19 Warn he backbiteth his brother, 


Tux backbiter carries ſunſhine in his face, and 
tempeſt in his heart, Burning lips and a wicked 
Beart are, it is ſaid, like a poifherd covered over with 
fibver droſs. He that hateth, diſſambleth with his lips, 
and layeth up deceit within him. When be ſpeaketh 
Fair, believe bim not: for there are ſeven ahominations 
e is 


* f 
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in bis heart. (Prov. xxvi. 23, 24, 25.) Knowing 
that, in vain is the net fpread in ibe fight of any bird, 
he labours to cover his hatred, with profeſſions of 
eſteem, and the ſemblance of affection. He hopes, 
y obtaining your confidence, to throw you off your 
dard, and induce you to impart to him ſuch ſecrets, 
=. and ſuch information, as he thinks can be turned 
| to his own account againſt you. To get you into 
ill p his trap, he puts on the appearance of your friend, 
B worthy to be your confidant. To gain this point, 


| | to get into your boſom, there is, often, employed 
Wl / much addreſs, . Poliſhed men have, for this end, 


1 not confined to urbanity and refinement. Rough 
| : and uncultivated men, when heated with party-ſpirit, : 
nt are fruitful of invention, how to gain acceſs to your 
1 confidence. They can, when policy requires it, 
1 transform themſelves into heavenly forms, that 
they may deceive, and deceive that they may deſtroy. 
Your enemy, having ſpied your heart, and pried 
1 into your ſentiments, is, now, able to ſay what he 
W will, and bite when he will. His declarations, 
__ though they be miſrepreſentations, or, falſe colour- 
ings, haye the greater weight for his intimate 
acquaintance. He boaſts of having certain know- 
ledge, and intimates that he could not fo repreſent a 
| | bre other, did not truth and duty * him. 
This 


* 35 9 
This fell buſineſs is effected, often, by talebearing. 
He that goeth about as a talebearer, ſays Solomon, 
 revealeth ſecrets : therefore, meddle not with him that 
fattereth with his lips. (Prov. xi. 13.) Secrets are 
never committed to a declared enemy. You never 
take into your boſom a known viper. But, flatter- 
ing lips have the power of deceiving, and of palm- 
ing on us a traitor in the garb of friendſhip. To 
this covered traitor we commit, in confidence, the 
knowledge of many things which we would not 
commit to others, Of this advantage he avails 
himſelf. He betrays his truſt. He tells his tale 
to his friend, and his friend tells it to his friend, and 
it ane as public as the news. 


ol the lbs or, „ bien hath to hear 
him thoſe that are delighted with his talch there is 
wont to be a combination of evil men to work one's 
ruin. Such men, of a backbiting tongue, have 
their ardent communions, and their high feſtivals, 
at the expenſe of thoſe that are more worthy than 
themſelves. But mutual entertainment is not the 
height of their ambition. For they ſleep not, except 
they have done miſchief : and their ſleep is taken away, 
Unleſs they cauſe ſome to fall. For they eat the bread © 
of wickedneſs, and drink the wine of violence. (Prov. 

ir. 16, 17.) Whiſpering, which ever diſclaims ill 
| intention, 


(,9® } 
Intention, is one of the higheſt expreſſions of hatred, 
and produceth the moſt fatal effects on character 
and comforts. All they that hate me, ſays Chriſt, 
whiſper together againſt me : againſt me do they deviſe .. 
my burt. (Pſa. xl. 7.) Their whiſpering together 
brought, finally, the Prince of life to the tree. 
Their telling of tales was with a 'view to this fatal 
end. They knew wherein their ſtrength conſiſted. 
They were ſenſible of their power, and they reſolved 
to uſe it. The Jews, it ſeems, were early made 
proficients in this way. In Jeruſalem, ſaid Ezekiel, 
are men that carry tales to ſhed blood. (Ezek. xxii. 9.) 
The carrying of tales, one would think, is too mean, 
too much beneath honour, too much beneath hu- 
manity, too much beneath the ſoul of a man, to be 
the employment of men, men that have any ſenſe of 
ſhame, of any ſenſe of the dignity of man. But 
the prophet records it, as a mark of the deepeſt de- 
pravity, that there were nen that carried tales and 
men too in Jeraſalem, the ſeat of religion and govern- 
ment men that carried tales to ſhed blood. Tale - 
carrying was a ſword, with which to ſhed the blood 
of innocents. They are engaged in a murderous de- 
ſign, and the moſt cruel murder will, doubtleſs, be laid 
tothe charge of talebearers. They whiſper together — 
they deviſe one's hurt—they conſult together, they 
congert their meaſures, and go on, in union, to ex- 
cute 


4 | 


6 3900 


cute them. When, by whiſpering a they 
are ripe for operations, they addreſs their evil inſinu- 


ations: to the depraved paſſions, and, by ſecret 
cCounſel, they make Inſurrection of the workers of 
iniquity : who whet their tongue like a ſword, and 


bend their bows to ſhoot their arrows, even bitter 


words: that they may ſhootin ſecret at the Perfect: 
ſuddenly do they ſhoot at him, and fear not, They 
encourage themſelves in an evil matter: they com- 
mune of laying ſnares privily, they ſay, Who ſhall 
ſee them? They ſearch out iniquities, they accom- 
pliſn a diligent ſearch : both the inward thought of 
every one of them, and the heart is deep. 
(Pfa. bv. 2—6.) 


IsnAI finiſh this view of the tongue, with one 


more inſtance of the backbiters of Chr 
a faithful mirrour, which reflects the very heart, | 
features, and complexion, of a moſt peſtilent tribe, 

_ reſpectable for their number and rank. The in- 
ſtance is this, Mine enemies ſpeak againſt me : when 
ſhall he die, and bis name periſh? And if be come to 
fee me, he ſpeaketh vanity ; bis heart gathereth miſchief 
#0 itſelf; when he goeth away be telleth it. (Pſa. xl. 
5,6.) His viſits of friendſhip are a cover to his 
deſigns, and the ſteps by which he gets an occaſion 
* one, He profeſſech regard, but it is with _ 
flattering 


% 


. 


flattering lips, and with a lying tongue. He watch- 
eth one's words, and ſtudieth how to turn them as 
an engine of evil and deſtruction. He then maketh 
his remarks—he blazeth abroad what was mention- 
ed in the confidence of friendſhip, he raiſeth an 
outcry, and blows up the ſpirits of the rabble to raiſe 
their voice againſt they know not what, and make 
infamy and ſcandal become univerſal. The back- 
biter doth, in this way, make his enmity become 
cruel and deadly. The words of bis mouth were 
ſmoother than butter, but war was in his heart; hit 
words were ſofter than oil, yet tere they drawn 
feverds. (Pſa. lv. 21.) This anecdote applies not. 
only to Chriſt's familiar friend, in whom be trufted,, 
which did eat of his bread, and which lifted up his 
nf him, (Pſa. xli. g.) but, with equal pro- 
ih che dark train of his numerous, deceitful, 
ueddridles followers, who bite and devour all that 
oppoſe them. The words of a talebearer are as 
 wheunds, and they go down into the lower parts of the 
belly. (Prov. xviii. 8.) For it was not an enemy that 
reproached me, ſays the betrayed Jeſus, then I could 
bave borne it : neither was it he that hated me that + 
did u magni fy himſelf againſt me, then I would have hid 
| my Vel, from him. But it was thou, a man, mine equal, 
my guide, and mine acquaintance, We took feet, 


| 1 8 together, and walked to the houſe of G od in 
company. 
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company. (Pſa. lv. 12, 13, 14.) Such intolerahle 


diſtreſs the backbiter delights to afford to the man 
he hates. With what diſdain does he treat the di- 


vine authority ? Thou ſbalt not go up aud down 


as 4 talebearer among thy people ; neither ſhalt thot _ 


tand againſt the blood of thy neighbour : I am the 
LoRD. (Lev. xix. 16.) Going up and down as a 
ralehearer is murderous buſineſs; it is ſtanding 
againſt the blood of thy nei ighbour. How far, then, 


is a backbiting profeſſor from a likeneſs to the 


Max who ſhall abide in God's tabernacle, who 


| ſhall dwell in his holy hill, who walketh uprightly, 
who worketh rightcouſneb, and ſpeaketh the truth. 


in his heart, who backbiteth not with his tongue, 
nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a 


reproach againſt his neighbour ? (Pſa. xv. 


TI 78, I have given you ſome brief | ſketches of 


the man that ſeemeth to be religious, and, yet, bri- 
dleth not his tongue; and evidence that he is not 


governed by the law of God. By this, view, it is 


imagined, he hath been fo deſcribed, that whoever 
hall find him may know who" 


=” SERMON 


( 42 ) 
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SERMON II. 


JaMEs i. 26. 


81 
4 


1F ANY MAN AMONG YOU SEEM TO BE RELIOIOUSs 
AND BRIDLETH NOT HIS TONGUEy BUT, DECEIV= 
ETH HIS OWN HEART, THIS MAN 's RELIGION IS 
VAIN. + | 


— now, as was e to ſhow 


Hor he deceiveth his own heart. 


| Fos 1 of che tongue, 2 man 1 that ſeem- 
eth to be religious muſt, needs, have a ſeemingly 
religious reaſon. He is ſtudious to find arguments 
in favour of his ſpeaking as he pleaſerh, When 
it is conſidered that not bridling the tongue is among 


the higheſt offences, one would think that a ſeem- 


ingly religious man muſt be ſtrangely ſtupid, when 
he is guilty of it. Our apoſtle teacheth us how to 


| Account for it : he decerveth 47 own heart. He 


H 
* 


adopts 


adopts an erroneous way of reaſoning, and becomes 
ſyſtematically ſtupid and ſecure, He decerveth 
his own heart, 


2. By thinking * the K bene of his nj is 
zeal for God, ® | 


Ws he faith againſt God, he, fain, 3 : 
think js zeal for his true character. All his hard 

ſpeeches againſt the ſovereignty of God, are under 
the notion of their being againſt ſlanderous imputa- 
tions of him, His objections againſt the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing, and the moſt pinching, doctrines 
of revelation, are made under the deceiving idea 

that they are not true. If he denies the ſupreme 
Deity of Chriſt, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he argues 
that it is zeal for the glory of the one God, who is 
the true object of worſhip. So, he quiet his con- 
ſcience. His oppoſition. tothe truth is, With him, 
- zeal for the truth. And, hence, when God reproves 
his words that have been ſtout againſt him, he is 
ready to deny the charge, and ſay, I bat have 
A fo mach againſt thee ? (Mah ill. 13. * 


His 8 finds apology, alle, 
1 0 Gol, He thinks that teſtimony muſt . 
be borne againſt them. He ſays. to himſelf they 

uſt . : TY | be 
mu . down their P ought - ns 
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taken from them—and whatever is neceſſary to this 


end, it is imagined, is lawful, And as all that op- 


poſe his views appear to him to be evil, ſo he, hence, 
thinks he doth well to rail, to revile, to judge, and 


to backbite. The machiavilian doctrine, that the 
end ſanifies the deed, blunts his ſenſe of evil, and 


emboldens his tongue. As he has the worſt feel- 


ings towards the man he hates, fo he thinks himſelf 
quſtified in the uſe of the moſt aggravated language. 
Zeal for God, he ſays, muſt be proportioned to the 


. wickedneſs of his adverſary. And, notwithſtanding 
is uſage is diabolical wickedneſs, and is, clearly, 


contrary to every principle of religion, he 1s ſo in- 
fatuated as to believe he is doing his duty. Thus, 
Saul, the perſecutor, againſt the light of doctrine 
and of miracles, when he was yet breathing out 
threatenings and ſlaughter againſt the diſciples of 
the Lord, verily thought with himſelf that he ought 


do do many things contrary to the Name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth. (Acts xxvi. 9.) His malice made him 
verily think all his rigour and cruelty was zeal for 
God. In this way he deceived his own heart. And 
ſo his followers, in ſlander and cruelty, deceive their 

hearts. They harden their hearts, through the 


deceitfulneſs of ſin. And when they ſpeak wickedly 


5p for God, wy 2 2 dream of being accepted of 


him.— 


( 45 ) 
| him.—The ſeemingly religious man, that bridleth 
not his tongue, deceiveth his own _ 


2. By 1 the rok of man allow to him 
| this licence of his tongue. 


TE man that feels himſelf independent of God's 
law claims the right of ſpeaking as he will. His 
maxim is, With ray tongue" will I prevail ; my lips 
are my ewn : who is lord over me? (Pla. xul. 4.) 
It is, ſays he, the glory of a freeman to ſeek happi- 
neſs in his own way, and to be above control. 
Reſtraint on his tongue, he judges, is reſtraint on 
his happineſs, and an abridgment of his rights. 
He feels that his own happineſs is worth more than 
the happineſs of all beſide, and that he may oratify 
his defire of happineſs, at the expence of others. 
When, therefore, he judges it is for his happineſs to 
carry no bridle, he ſays to himſelf that he is under 
no obligations to carry one. Though his reaſoning 
is contrary to the claimed rights of ſociety, as 
well as contrary to the genius of the goſpel, yet, his 
feelings prevail againſt reaſon, and deceive his 1 
” He deceiveth his own heart, | 


1 By thinking that ſeverity of the tongue is no 
more than his brother deſerves. 


Hume repreſented, to himſelf, his brother as. 
1 ver 


+) 


very vile, itis eaſy for him to judge him very guiley, 
and deſerving of ſevere uſage. He thinks, there. 
fore, that, when he ſpeaks evil of him, and degrades 

kk ren wo hell, he does him good juſtice. This 
idea, that ſits eaſy on his mind, gives a perverſe 
turn to his heart, and debauches and deceives it. It 
operates deceitfully ; it feeds the mind with a notion 
of juſtice ; and fo takes off a ſenſe of evil, There 


P, hence, ſelf-approbation, and quiet of mind, in 
- . the commiſſion of even crimſon iniquity. —But it 
mould be remembered, that a licentious tongue is 


neither made a judge of his brother's deſerts, nor is 
empowered to repay him, when he is guilty. Ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, ſaith the Loxb. Theres 
fore, if thine enemy bunger, feed bim; if be thirſt, give 

bim drink, (Rom. xii. 19, 20.) Be not a witneſs 
againſt thy neighbour without canſe ; and decerve not 
wwith thy lips. Say not, I will do to bim as he hath 
done to me: I will render to the man actording to bis 
works. (Prov. xxiv. 29.) All his thoughts, that 
it is lawful for him to repay the vengeance of the 
tongue, or, retaliate any injury in name or intereſt, 


| impoſe on his heart the fouleſt deception, and tend, 


firefly, to delude and deſtroy his foul. - He thinks 
that ſuch licence i is not inconſiſtent with reli igion, 
and, while he is affording the greateſt diſtreſs to 
ethers, he thinks, he is doing well for himſelf. How 


ing of the law. (Rom. xiii. 10.) It diſpoſeth to 


. 
great will he find his deceiving of himſelf fo be, 
when he ſhall realize, There is a way which  ſeemeth 

right unto a man; but the end thereof are the ways of 


death ! wg xiv. 12,)-=It n chat you be 
made to ſre, | 


IV. War this man's religion i is Vail, 


IT is unbridled; or, not governed _ the hw of 
religion. His . is vain, becauſe, | 
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1. Ir is contrary to the law, or, principle, of 
| kde. : 


Tus law is, not only in the tongue of the virtu- 
dus woman, that feareth the Lord, (Prov. xxxi. 26 
39.) but it is, with equal power, in the tongue of 
_ every man of true religion. It is a powerful law that- 
dictateth and induceth kind feelings of heart, and 
kind language. It bridleth the tongue. It makes 
one ſpeak of God and of men, agreeable to the 
principles of revelation. It gives to God all the 
heart, and makes one meaſure his love to his neigh- 4 
bour by his love to himſelf. As love worketh no = 
ill to his neighbour, it is, reſpecting him, the fulfill- | 


; humility, to efteem others better than one's own.. 
ſelf, and to love with a pure heart fervently. It 


( 6) 
feels for another's good, and is tender of his reputa- 
tion. It handleth character with delicacy and 
caution. It cannot delight in defaming. It abhors 
the evil of wounding one's fame, or degrading one's 
. honour. It prompts a man to have the ſame kind 
regard for others, that he would wiſh that they 
might have for him. He will ſpeak of them with 
candour—will cover what the law of kindneſs does 
not allow to be expoſed—will generouſly acknow- 
ledge their merits—and give honour to whom 
Honour is due. This law moves the tongue to put 
a kind conſtruction on words and actions, and ever 
to ſpeak with uprightneſs. Such religion is from 
1 above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to 
be intreated, full of mercy, and good fruits, cvithout 
partialtty, and without bypocrify. (Jam. iii. 17.) 
But, how contrary to this is the religion of that 
man whoſe tongue is not bridled by this law? His, 
Teligion worketh, not love, but il to his neighbour. 
It is not the dictate of kindneſs. lt is contrary to 
all the feelings of benevolent, AiGktereſted, affection. 
It doth not to others what it is willing to receive 
from them. Who is fo ſtupid, when himſelf is a 
mark for the arrows of the tongue, as not to feel, 
chat railing, reviling, judging, and backbiting, are 
what he cannot bear? And who is ſooner made 
angry, and louder in his outery againſt ill uſage, when 
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the ſword is drawn againſt him, than the man that 
draws the ſword of his tongue againſt all he hates? 


Wich what reſentment and diſdain does he hear 
himſelf rebuked, at any time, for his foul language, 


and cruel abuſe? Would he, therefore, attend to 
his own make, even this hard-hearted man ſhould, 


himſelf, allow that an unbridled religion is contrary to 
the divine law, deſcendeth not from above, bu? is earth 
H, ſenſual, deviliſb, and totally vain. (Jam. iii. 1 5. 


This man's religion is vain, becz uſe, 
2. Ir is a miſchievous religion. 


| Warr feuds, what enmities, what prejudices; 
what alienations, what diviſions, what acrid diſputes, 


The tongue, ſays James, is a fire, a world of miquity. 


So is the tongue among ft our members, that it defileth 


the whole body; and ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature 3 
and it is ſet on fire of hell, For every kind of beaſts, 


end of birds, and of ſerpents, and of things in the ſea, 
is tamed, and bath been tamed, of mankind. But the 


tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poiſon. - An unruly, furious, and abuſive 


tongue,” ſays Dr. Guyſe, © is really one of the worlt 
of fires. It vents a great deal of fin; is the outlet 


of the whole ſource of wickedneſs that lies in a man's 
heart ; (Mat. xv. 18.) and is a cauſe of abundance 
| | G 
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what unhallowed contencions, ariſe from the tongue! 
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of iniquity amongſt others. i Such a miſchiev ous 


und deſtructive member is this liccke one amidſt the 


other members of our bodies, that, by its exorbitant 
Jiceatiouſnels, it ſpreads guilt and defilement through | 
the whole man, and kindles ſuch wrath and anger in 
our own and other people's paſſions, . as throw the 
whole courſe of the moral world into a pernicious. 
ferment, which runs through the whole circle of 


every generation, and the whole rotation of life, from 


youth to old age. And as all this evil is of a hellifh 
nature, and is kindled and blown up by the diabolical 
influence of the accuſer of the brethren and father of 
lies; fo the tongue, together with the man who lays ' 
no reſtraint upon it, will, at length, be tormented in 
the flames of hell.” Now, as the tongue; and the 
religion of this man are of the ſame eſtimation, 


"thete is chargeable on his religion all the miſchief 
That is chargeable on his tongue. And if his 


miſchievous tongue is vain, ſo is his Ow. 
It is vain, as, 1 r 


Ir deſtroyeth ſocial union. Friendſhip i 1S 2 2 
delicate nature ; and, to preſerve it, there is required 
conſtant attention. Fear may abate it, and jealouſy 
deſtroy it. The mutual interchanging of kind 
offices is neceſſary to give aſſurance, to cach other, 
ol the attachment of affection, and of the 1 


LT 
Wy orofeffon. A man that bath friends. faith Solo- 
mon, muſt ſhew him/elf friendly. (Prov. xviti. 24. ) 
This is the only way to ſecure and continue our 
biends. But if a man draw, upon his friend, the 
fword of his tongue, he gives him a moſt ungracious 
idea of his heart, that he does not feel the principle 
of union, and is to be viewcd as an enemy. And 
vrhen the ſlanderous tongue is employed to debaſe 
one friend in the eyes of another, and is of credit ta 
be believed, how dire the effect! He that covereth 4 
tranſgreffion ſeeteth love; but be that repeateth a mat- 
ter, it is ſaid, /eparateth very friends.—An ungodly 
man diggeth up evil: and in his lips there i is 4s 4 


burning fire. A froward man ſoweth ſeri ife, and a 


wwhifherer ſeparateth chief friends. (Prov. xvii. 9. xvi. 
27; 28.) As ſuch men diſcover the vileſt diſpoſi- 
tion, they arm againſt them all that are affected by 
their tongue. It is ſenſibly realized that no one 
can, virtuouſly, unite to them. For, when we get the 
idea, that one who profeſſeth to be our friend, is 
deceitful, is treacherous, does not obſerve the laws 
of friendſhip, we judge him unworthy of eſtcem, and 


a the diſtance, at which he is from us. Ha- 


ving diſcovered his baſeneſs, when bitten by his 


tongue, \ we give him up as an enemy. Chief | 


friends are often ſsparated for life, only by the 


0g, A religion, then, that alienates and de- 


W 5 ſtroy's 
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Aloys friends's a religion that does not endeavouy 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; 
holy fociety ; is miſchievous, and vain engen. 
It is miſchievous, in that, 


Ir deſtroyeth confidence. Confidence is promo- 
ted by the evidence we have of another's integrity 
towards us. And when we confide in one who - 
profefſeth integrity, we judge him upright. The 
glory of the virtuous wornan, that The heart of ber 
huſband dith ſafely truſt in her, ſhould be the glory 
of every one. And were men what they profeſs to 
be, we ſhould never be deceived by them: our heart 
would fafely truſt in them. But when we gain | 
evidence of the lack of integrity, we recal our con- 
fidence, and look on with the eye of jealouſy. 
Many things conſpire to give us the neceſſary evi- 
dence, but nothing is more effectual than an unbri- 
dled tongue. A man that beareth falſe witneſs againſt 
bis neighbour, it is ſaid, is @ maul, and a feoard, and 
a ſharp arrow. Confidence in an unfaithful man, in 
time of trouble, is like à broken tooth, and a foot out 
of joint. (Prov. xxv. 18, 19.) The beft of them is as 
4 prier : the, moſt upright is ſharper than a thornheage. 
Truft ye not in @ friend, put ye ngt confidence in a guide i 
n enemies are the men bug own da. 
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 Micabi vik. 4, 5, 6) When our profefied fiends 


man's religion is vain, becauſe, | 
3. Ir inconſiſtent with grace. 


Tuis deceived man thinks himſelf to be ſome» 
thing when he is nothing. His religion is good © 


for nothing, and is worſe than nothing: it is an evil, 
miſchievous, 1 


nor man. He treats them with diſhonour, and 


repenteth not. He is fo deceived, and is ſo harden 


Ted, that he conſidereth not that he doth evil. He 


is deaf to divine warning, and, uniformly, diſobe- 


dient to the divine commands. He trembles not 
at God s word, which faith, Speak not evil one-of 


another, bretbren ,— Be no brawlers, but gentle, ſhow - 


ing all meckneſs unto all men.—Be ye all of one mind, 
having compaſſion one of another ; love as brethren, be 


Pitiful, be courteous : not rendering evil for evil, or, 
railing for railing : but, corariwi iſe, bleſſmg—For he 
| that would love life, and ſee good days, tet bim refrain 


bis tongue from evil and bis ps W 10 


0 


do, by the licence of their tongue, give us ſuch ideas 
of them, how can we, hence, confide in them 
That. religion, then, that will not allow us to confide 
in one another, is miſchievous and vain.— This 5 
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j religion. Though he has 
gifts, and though he has fame, yet, as he has not 
charity, he is nothing. He has neither love to God, 
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gail. Follow) not that which is evil, but als which is 
good - be that doeth good is of Cod: but be that doeh 
evil bath ee (Jam. iv. 11. Tit. ii. 1, 2. 
1 Pet. iii. 8, 9, 12. 3 John, 11.) That religion, 
then, which doth not hearken to command, which 
is not influenced by divine authority, which doeth 
not good, but doeth evil, is a ſtranger to God, and 
inconſiſtent wich the goſpel. It hath no hand in 
aiding its ſubject towards heaven, but hurrieth him 
blindfold, deceived, and deluded, down towards hell. 
With what ſolemnity, then, in che view of theſe 
__ is it ſaid that this man's geligion is vain ? 


" Tavs I haveendeavouredt to iluntrate the nature 
and evil of a ſeemingly religious man's not bridling 
his rongue. I have, for this end, ſhowed YOU 
when a man ſeemeth to be religious when ſuch a 
man bridleth not his tongue — how he deceiveth his 
own heart—and why his religion is vain. He has 
now been found, if we miſtake not, to be a wicked, 
defi igning, deceived, hypocritical, pretender | to 
religion, and is in danger of the wrath to come, 

| feedeth on aſhes : a deceived heart hath turned 
Lim aſide, that be cannot deliver bis ſoul, nor ſay, 1s 
3 not a 40 1 in 1 right band ? (Iſa. xliv. 20.) 5 . 


To SHALL now cloſe this Beute with a few- 
= elections. hs e e A'S een 47) oo 


tut 


52d. How great is the corruption of our nature ! | 


Wann we conſider the evil of the tongue, the 


diſhonour it does to God and man; the deceit, the 
hypoeriſy, the enmity, and the malignity, expreſſed 


by i it; how defiled does our nature appear! Out of 
5 che heart proceed evil thoughts, and evil ſpeaking: | 


| Our tongue is the interpreter of the heart. It is the 
principal medium of diſplaying our corruption. It 


is owing to this ſource that we offend with the | 


tonguc. Were our nature devoid of wrath and 
enmity, how could we expieſo that cruel venom 
which ſo much Marks our characters? Who can 
chink well of the tree that yields ſo corrupt fruit? 
Doth-a fountain ſend forth at the ſame place, Sweet 


water and bitter? (James iii. 11. ). Did men love 


God ſupremely, they would take his law, as a bri- 
dle, on their tongue, and be ſubject to its precepts? 


And did they love their. neighbour as themſelves, | 


they would , ſpeak of him as they would that he 
ſhovid ſpeak of them. But the hiſtory of the 
tongue is a hiſtory of rage and blaſphemy, and 
inſult offered to God and men. © Others may, if 
they pleaſe,” ſays Dr. Witherſpoon, « treat the 


corruption of our nature as a chimera; for my 
part, 1 ſee it every where, and I feel it every d. | 


Men of lax and corrupt principles take great delight” 
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in ſpenking to the praiſe of human nature, and 
extolling its dignity, without diſtinguiſhing what it 
was, at its firſt creation, fiom what it is in its preſent 
fallen ſtate. Theſe fine ſpeculations are very grate- 
ful to a worldly mind. They are alſo much more 
pernicious to uncautious and unthinking youth, 
than even the temptations to a diſſolute and ſenſual 

life, againſt which they are fortified by the dictates 
of natural capſcicnce, and a ſenſe of public ſhame.”'® 


- 8. Men of unbridled tongues are bad men in 
Lcciety. ' © | 


Tuxr have not charity, nor candour, with which 
to treat men in ſociety. They trample under foot 
the principles on which faciety is built. Their 
Ucentiqus tongues weaken and diſſolve the ſocial 
compact. They multiply the cauſes of diviſion: 
ene another. They are, ever, exciting uncaſineſs, 
Gicontent, murmuring, repining, jealouſy. Their 
tongues are drawn ſwords againſt the peace of ſocie- 
ty. They deftroy that confidence which is ſo neceſ- 
fary for the comfort, and, indeed, for the exiſtence, 


" focial intercowle. They are treacherous and 
deceitful, 
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deceitful, and not worthy to be truſted. They pleaſe * 


not God, and are contrary to all men. 1 Theſ. ii. 15.) 
In connexion with them no one is ſaſe. They are 
more dangerous, becauſe more malignant, and more 


miſchievous, than venomous, wild, beaſts. The 
more there ate of ſuch men, the worſe is is for fami- 


ly, civil, and religious, ſociety. 
3 W ought to avoid the company of unbridled 
| tongues. 
Ir is the diate of betevoletice to treae theni tn 
thatway that is beſt ſuited to convince and ſave them. 


To company with them emboldens them to think 
well of their conduct. It prevents their receiving A 


a ſenſe of their guilt. But our avoiding their com- 
pany is, to them, a ſalutary admonition. For 


though their pride cannot brook it, yet, their con- 


ſcience, if not ſeared, can feel and approve the 
rebuke. We ought ſo to treat them, that they ſhall 


feel that, as they are hoſtile to ſotiety, they are not I 


entitled to the endearing freedom that is the beauty 


of ſociety. They ought to realize, and lay it to 


heart, that they are peſts of ſociety, that their 
breath contaminates the air, and that it is a ſhame 
for virtuous people to be, unneceſſarily, in their 
company. They are pleaſing only to the corrup- 


n not do the virtues, of men. They offend 


= _ 


358.) 
againſt every ſentiment of good breeding, and of | 
true religion. If ever we are with them, it ſhould 
be as the phyſician is with his patients, not for the 
ſake of their company, but for their healing. 
Their company, on other accounts, is to be dreaded ) 
more than death, and to be ſhunned as the plague. 
And as we would be like our High Prieſt, Boly, 

| harmleſs, undefiled, we muſt be ſeparate from fimners, 
(Heb. vii. 26.) This is neceſſary, in order, to keep 
ourſelves unſpotted from the world. My fon, ſays 
Wiſdom, if finners entice” thee, conſent thou not." If 
they Jay, Come with us, let us lay wait for blood, let us 
turk_'previly for the innocent without cauſe : let us 
Fellow them 1p alive as the grave; and whole, as 
theſe that go drum into the pit: we ſpall find all pre- 
cicus ſubſtance, we ſhall fill our houſes with ſpoil : caſt - 
in thy lot among us; let us all havt one purſe : my ſon, 
walk not thou in the way with them; refrain thy foot 
from their path : for their feet run to evil, and mats 
baſte to ſhed blood. (Prov. i. 10—16.) An hypo» 
crite, with his mouth, deftroyeth bis ne ighbour—there 
are men that carry tales to ſhed blood=be that geeth 
about as a talebearer, _ Fevealeth ſecrets : therefore, 
MEDDLE NOT with bim that flattereth with bis lips. 
Make no friendſbip with an angry man; and with 4 
furious man thou ſhalt not go : left thou learn hir ways, 


and get @ ſnare to thy ſoul. A violent man eniceth 
| x: 
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3 
bis neighbour, and leadeth bim into a way thet is net 


good. He ſhutteth his eyes to deviſe froward things : 


moving his lips be bringeth evil to paſs. Euter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of 
evil men. Avoid it, paſs not by it, turn from it, and 
paſs away. (Prov. xxii. 24, 25, xvi. 29, 30. iv. 14, 


15.) Be not deceived; evil communication corrupts 
good manners. (1 Cor. xv. 33.) © When a Phil- 


oſopher, ſays Mr. Burroughes, © ſaw two women 
of ill fame talking together, he faid, by this ſpeech, 

the aſp takes in poiſon from the viper.” On your 
ſhunning ſuch tongues depend, very much, your 


preſent ſafety, your innocence, your peace, your 


reputation, your temporal, and eternal, felicity, 


4. How hazardous is the ſituation of our youth ! 


Tnxy are in danger of being corrupted, not only 
by the contagious converſation of open infidels, but, 
what is much more fatal, by the ill example of 
many, that, in certain reſpects, ſeem to be religious. 


Againſt ſuch example, they are poorly fortified. 


The ſnare .is out of ſight. They are taught to 
make religious men their example. Thoſe, then, 


who ſeem, to them, to be religious, they judge they 


ought to follow. And when the prevailing licence 


of the tongue paſſeth currently for lawful liberty, 
they are ſnared and taken, For they have, gener- 


1 


* 


* 


160 
ally, in their taſte, nothing to guard them againſt 


licentious ſpeech ; but they drink in the poiſon, like 


water, and are emboldened by their authority. It 
is, hence, eaſily accounted for, that our headſtrong 


. youth are ſo hardened againſt rebuke, for the unbri- 


dled infolence of their tongues. . And great is the 
probability, that, while churchmen, that bridle not 


their tongues, are deemed religious, debauchery of 
the tongue will increaſe to the fauleſt obſcenity, and 
the higheſt malignity. When I conſider the de- 


pravity of their taſte, their ſtrong propenſity to evil, 
and the numerous, powerful, gilded, temptations 
with which their virtue is aſſailed, I am pained for 


them. The army that marcheth, in the night, 


over a waſte, planted with ſnares, and gins, and 
traps, and rendered dangerous by innumerable vaults . 
and lime pits, is ſaſe, in compariſon of our youth. 
cc What! is the world,” ſays Dr. Smith, but a vaſt 
theatre where.enyy and malice are perpetually ſhar- 
pening the tongues and the wit of men againſt each 
other? What is half the intercourſe of life but a 
ſcene of obloquy and ſneer, where the characters of 
the abſent are the conſtant ſacrifice to the vanity of 
the preſent ? Wherever you have rivals, and that is, 


Wherever you have acquaintance of the ſame ſex, or 


age, or profeſſion with yourſelf, you find thoſe whoſe 


weak minds have no other means of exalting theme 
ſelves, 


(561 } 
 - ſelves, but by depreſſing you. Change then . 
life, you only change the of diſcourſe. E“ 


1 On this vaſt theatre of envy and malice every 
youth is ſtepping forth to act his part. Affected 
more by example than by precept, imitation is his 
firſt endeavour. And fired, by ambition, to imitate 
. the theatre, they learn their ways, and adopt their 
guilt. Againſt this, what have they to fortify them? 
When, as Dr. Dwight phraſeth it, Pride hath 
_ changed its name to honour, fraud is termed ſkill 
in buſineſs ; ſlander is ſtiled plainneſs of ſpeech; 
and the moſt injurious quarrels are eſteemed expreſ- 
ſions of becoming reſentment.” To the growth 
of pride there are a thouſand incentives—while 


tg and humility are thought to be unmanly f 


What parent, hence, is not anxious for his 
af ? What patriot is not anxious for his country ? 
And what believer is not anxious for the church ? 


What will be the ſtate of our families, of our nation. 
and of our churches, when our youth ſnall come 


forward, without a bridle on their tongue ? 
— Crvncn-uaMBERs, when guilty, ſhould be 


diſciplined for their not bridling the tongue. 


"Trzir © 
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Tatncentd is if I miſtakenog much mere 
evil and pernicious than the common vices, on 
which the general conſent has fixed a ſtigma, and 


which, it is allowed, are 2 ground of diſcipline. 
And ſhall we diſcipline for the leſs, and not the 


greater, offences ? For indignity on man, and not 


For indignity on God? For the impurity of the fleſh, 


and not for the impurity of the tongue? For robbery, 


and not for whiſpering and flander? Whiſpering and 
5 ſlander are intended to rob you of character, a far 


greater treaſure than the wealth of nations. A good 


name, ſays Solomon, is rather to be choſen than great 


Tiches, and loving favour rather than filver and gold. 
(Prov. xxii. 1.) Is not going up and dim as d tale- | 
bearer, and raifing a falſe report, as real, and as 
direct, breaches of God's law, as Rn or lying ? 
Pray, is not ſiting with the tongue as cruel, and 
as wicked, as ſmiting with the hand ? Shall diſcipline | 
labour to fave from death the incendiary that burns 
your buildings, and not labour to ſave the man that 
burns up your comforts, with the firs of his tongue, 
which ſetteth on fire the courſe of nature, and is ſet 
on fire of hell? Ariſe, mp Gs a ven wing 
belong: to you! 1 


6. Mx of unbridled tongues ſhould repent 


_ hee eee their ways, _ on 


* * 


( 

Ir has been found, we imagine, in the ecurfſs 
of theſe diſcourſes, that you are covered with guilt, © 
and expoſed to wrath. Examine yourſelves © byte 
aſſiſtance of the light now offered to you. Conſd- 


er, we beſeech you, the evil of your tongues, ber 
numerous, and how aggravated are your offenes. 


Suffer not popular pleas, for the licence of 40% 


tongue, which are indeed the fruſt of loft; to prevent 
your attention to the awful ſubject. Bring your 
minds to it, with à real diſpoſition to know yonr- 


ſelves. © Have you not, by your licentiouſneſs of 
tongue, rendered yourſelyes diſhonourable- to God, 
and injurious to men ? Have you not, herein, offend- 
ed againſt all the laws of our holy religion, which 


require the tongue to be ſubject to God ? If any WW”? 
you ſeem to be religious, know you that your reli- 
gion is vain, your hope is vain, you are yet in your 
ſins, you are alienated from the life of God, and 


muſt be born again. You, by your ſeeming reli- * 
gion impoſe on yourſelves and others 2 deception.” 


But about your goodneſs, you and they will not be 


deceived long, That you are; in your feelings,” 
aboye law, and without law, will ſoon be known. 


The ſhame of your hypocril iy will ants. a" 


Your zeal will then afford to you no covering- 
It ſhall be ſeen. that you are worthy to be elaſſed 


with men of the worſt morals And you, as — | 
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11 with Heaven. You ſtem. 


to be, combined to take peace from the earth. 


Society is rendered unhappy. Tou make war 


upon ſocial intercourſe. | Lou inſult the principles 


of communion. Tou diſregard and infringe the 
brotherly covenant. ., No one may fafely truſt in 
you. Lou are children in whom- is no faith. (Deut. 


XXX1. 20.) Men have reaſon to abhor you. You 


deſerve. to be left alone. Who can, with ſafety, 


unite to you? Your ſeemingly good Wore are no 
balance againſt the evils you create. The fighs #- 
you occaſion are already recorded. They are to be 
heard in the day of account. And can you delight 
to hear them? Will you ſport with them then as you 
donow ? Believe it, ye ſtupid mortals, that while you 
are ſharpening your tongues, like arrows, to ſhoot bitter + 
<words, God is preparing his arrows, and putting 
them to the ſtring. Are you able to receive tem? 
By annoying others, with your tongues, you are 
providing for your on annoyance. The evils 


| which you | bring upon others, you have reaſon to 


fear, will . recoil, with fury, upon yourſelves. For, 


of nature, you may proſper for a ſeaſon, you ſhould 


conſider, 5 are ee bo proſper N 8 


chough, in cauſing grief, in ſetting on fire the courſe 


1 63 7 
be placed aboye the reach of your revilings. Their 
Almighty Avenger will take their part againſt you. 
And, when they ſhall ſhine forth in the robes of 

light, how will you appear, in having employed 
your talents, in reproaching, in ſinking, and in tradu- 
cing, them? And the groans and tears of the wicked, 
whom you abuſe, will, while they cry for vengeance, 
be a dreadful ſound in your ears! And as you have 
fet your mouth againſt the Hzavens, and your 
| tongue hath walked through the earth, what hays | 

you to fear in the day of judgment? Conſider, ſeri- 
ouſly, before it be too late, that as you have indul- 
ged in curſing, you have reaſon to fear, left the Judge 
fay of you what he hath faid of Judas and his, aſſo- 
ciates : As be loved curſing, ſo let it come unto bim: 
as be delighted not in bleſſing, ſo let it be far from bim. 
As be cleathed himſelf with curſing like as with a 
garment, ſo let it come into his bowels like water, aud 
and like oil into his bones. Let it be unto him as the 
garment which covereth him, aud for a girdle wher-- 
evith he is girded continually. Let this be the reward 
of mine advexſaries from the Lord, and of them 1 that 
ſpeak evil againſt my foul. (Pſa. cix. 17 —20.) To eſ⸗ 
cape this wrath to come, repent, we pray you, repent, 
im mediately, of the evil of your tongue, and flee, with 
a contrite heart, to the Hope that is ſer before you. 


Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and you ſhall be 


r 
. 
p 83 


—o— woo 2524 
” * 
ot 
* 


$ ! HS 6 66 y 


ay 


ved. -Bdiold the Lamb of God, and take refuge 
in his blood,” - For wirb tbe Lad there is mercy, and 
with bim is plentevus redemption. Throw yourſelves, 
chen, upon his ' mercy, and, this day, accept the 


Seen 


7. Lzr men, always, be careful to bridle the 


""Bzwarz of the rocks on which ſo many have 


Your ſpeech. And that you offend not in word, 


live, oonſtantly, in the exerciſe of love to God and 
dove to men. 'Employ your tongues in exalting 
and ferving God; in edifying and ſerving men. 


They claim all your powers. When you ſuffer” 
the® malice of the unbridled tongue, revile nat, 


threaten not. Take God's law into your heart, 


und expreſs it on your tongue. It cuil give #0 your 
Dead an ornament of grace : a crown of glory ſhall 
it deliverroyor. God then will accept you ; and good | 


men will praiſe you. You then ſhall have evidence 


—_— to heaven. Carry, then, my hearers, 
n e ide n on * Toxcuz! 


4 * 


. AMEN! _ 
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